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Newsletter for the Northern Florida Section 
 

Come join the FUN! 

From the Shack of the Section Manager 
Scott Roberts, KK4ECR (kk4ecr@gmail.com) 

Volume 12 Issue 11                                www.arrl-nfl.org          November 2025 

ARRL’s nationwide grassroots campaign aimed at securing the passage of federal legislation that would grant ama-
teur radio operators the right to install antennas on their property has been active now for just over a month. 
 
The campaign, announced in an ARRL Member Bulletin on September 17, 2025, follows the reintroduction of the 
Amateur Radio Emergency Preparedness Act in February 2025. The bipartisan bills -- H.R.1094 in the House and S.459 
in the Senate -- are designed to prevent restrictive homeowners’ association (HOA) rules that currently prohibit or 
severely limit the installation of amateur radio antennas, even when such antennas are hidden in trees, placed in 
attics, mounted on vehicles, or look like flagpoles. 
 
This legislation is about restoring equal rights to licensed amateur radio operators,” said ARRL President Rick Roder-
ick, K5UR. “These restrictions hinder not only the enjoyment of amateur radio, but also its vital role in emergency 
communication during disasters.” 
 
To advance the legislation, ARRL is calling on its members and all licensees of the US Amateur Radio Service to take 
action by sending letters to their congressional representatives. That process has been made easy through a dedicat-
ed online tool hams can use to easily generate and submit pre-drafted letters with a few clicks. 
 
Every letter matters and your representative and senators need to know that the passage of this legislation is im-
portant to you. ARRL is also encouraging radio clubs to provide letters of support, and is urging each club officer to 
sign the letters. There are instructions for clubs on how to complete the letter and a sample letter for clubs (DOCX) 
that should be customized with their information. 
 
All of the information to help pass the bill can be found at ARRL.org Current Legislation  

Please VOTE! 
 

The online voting site for the 2025 ARRL Division Election is open. Please click the link below to access candidate 
statements, the electronic ballot, and to vote online. You will need your Election Validation Number and call sign to 
log in. Once registered, follow the online voting instructions. 
  

Go to https://vote.escvote.com/ARRL/ to access the login page for the 2025 ARRL election before noon (ET), on Fri-
day, November 21, 2025.  
  
A postcard has also been mailed to you containing the same information for voting online.  
If you have questions contact the helpdesk at ARRLElection@ElectionServicesCorp.com or call 1-866-720-4357. 

Pass The Bill Activity Continues 
The ARRL Letter 

mailto:kk4ecr@gmail.com
http://www.arrl-nfl.org
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNDcwNjUxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDMzNjQ1OCZsaT00MDI0MTcwMg/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNDcwNjUxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDMzNjQ1OCZsaT00MDI0MTcwMw/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNDcwNjUxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDMzNjQ1OCZsaT00MDI0MTcwNA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNDcwNjUxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDMzNjQ1OCZsaT00MDI0MTcwNQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNDcwNjUxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDMzNjQ1OCZsaT00MDI0MTcwNg/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNDcwNjUxJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDMzNjQ1OCZsaT00MDI0MTcwNw/index.html
https://vote.escvote.com/ARRL/default.asp?L3=email
mailto:ARRLElection@ElectionServicesCorp.com
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From the Section Emergency Coordinator 
Arc Thames, W4CPD 

We’ve somehow managed to remain free of impact from hurricane season so far. I’ve received sev-
eral requests for information regarding any support needed for Jamaica. As of this writing, I’ve not 
received any requests from our State or from the ARRL. If any requests come in, I will be sure to 
communicate them out to all our emergency coordinators. 
 
We’ve got one more month to go to the end of hurricane season so don’t let your guard down yet. We’ve certainly 
been known to have late season hurricanes in the past. As the weather cools off, now is still a great time to get out 
in the field and test your emergency gear. This is a great time of the year to operate POTA (Parks on the Air). It’s a 
great opportunity as well to operate from parks and have visitors stop by to learn more about the hobby. 
 
Monthly Radiogram Challenge 
 
Want to practice using the national traffic system (NTS)? instructions on using the NTS on our website at arrl-nfl.org/
nts/ For the month of November, please send me (W4CPD located in Pace, FL) a radiogram via the NTS with your 
answer to this question “Which skill you’ve learned do you believe is the most valuable to emergency communica-
tions?” 
 
Thanks to the following individuals for their participation in August: 

W4BZM – Mike (Huge shoutout to Mike for consistently participating each month!) 
AJ4D – Adrian 
KG4VWI – Susan 
WA5EWN - Emmett 

 
If you weren’t aware, the ARRL has been working in coordination with the Radio Relay International team on a pro-
ject called NTS 2.0. There is a plethora of information on the website for it and they are also doing weekly Zoom 
meetings to practice sending & receiving radiograms. Be sure to visit https://nts2.arrl.org/virtual-nts-training-net/ 
for more information. 
 
Website updates 
If you find information that is out of date on the section website (arrl-nfl.org), please fill out the online form and one 
of the team will take care of it as soon as possible. 
 
Monthly EC Reports 
 

Out of the 34 appointed ARES Emergency Coordinators we have in the section, we only received monthly reports for 
16 last month.  Last month ARES volunteers provided 779 hours of service to our communities!  Thanks to the fol-
lowing counties for providing their reports: Alachua, Bay, Citrus, Columbia, Duval, Escambia, Gadsden, Gilchrist, Le-
on, Seminole, St. Johns, Santa Rosa, Sumter, Suwannee, Walton, Washington. 
 
Call signs of ECs reporting: 
K4BJS, K4SOP, KB4HAH, KC4NVU, KD4EZW, KD4IMA, KF4ZZ, KM4BTW, KM4QQO, KO4YGV, KO4YOL, KX4LEO, N5CBP, 
W4UFL, WA4MN, WE4MJ 
 
Highlights from some of the counties: 
 

Alachua – Lab & Lunch on antenna performance 
Bay – Growing a local GMRS net 
Escambia – Demonstrated amateur radio to a local middle school 
Santa Rosa – Hosted a general class with 7 students and all passed 

https://arrl-nfl.org/nts/
https://arrl-nfl.org/nts/
https://nts2.arrl.org/
https://nts2.arrl.org/virtual-nts-training-net/
https://arrl-nfl.org/contact-the-webpage-manager/
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NFL Section Member of the Month! 
We are always accepting nominations for the NFL Section Member of the Month. 
To submit a nomination, please email Section Manager Scott Roberts at 
kk4ecr@gmail.com. Include the nominee's name, call sign, county, reason for the 
nomination, and a photo of the nominee. Arc and I will review the nominations 
and contact you with any questions  

NFL Officials 
Section Manager  
 Scott Roberts KK4ECR 
 

Assistant Section Managers  
 Kevin Bess KK4BFN 
 Helen Straughn WC4FSU 
 DJ Stewart KI4ZER 
 Joe Bassett, W1WCN   
 

Section Emergency Coordinator 
 Arc Thames W4CPD 
 

Section Public Info Coordinator 
 Jim Bledsoe, KI4KEA 
 

Section Technical Coordinator 
 Frank Haas KB4T  
 

Section Affiliated Club Coordinator 
  

Section Traffic Manager 
 Helen Straughn WC4FSU  
 

Section Official Observer Coordinator 
 Robert Leasko WB8PAF 
 

Section State Government Liaison 
 Darrell Brock N4GOA  
 

NFL Committees 
 

Webmaster, www.arrl-nfl.org 
Kari McClure, NW4R 
 

Newsletter, QST NFL 
Earl McDow, K4ZSW 
 
 

QST NFL is a monthly publication of the ARRL 
Northern Florida Section. QST NFL is intend-
ed for wide distribution within the NFL Sec-
tion, including club Leaders and all licensed 
Amateurs in Florida. A current issue of this 
publication can be found at the ARRL South-
eastern Division web site, Northern Florida 
Section. www.ARRL-NFL.org Opinions ex-
pressed by contributors are their own, and 
may not express the positions of the ARRL.  
 

Submissions may be made to the editor:  
Earl McDow earl.mcdow@gmail.com.  
 

All submissions are subject to editing prior 
to publication. 
 

Looking for Something? 
 

Gordon Gibby, KX4Z, has taken the time 
to index the articles from all the 2021 
issues of QST NFL!  
https://arrl-nfl.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/12/2021QSTNFLIndex.pdf  

Digital Library of Amateur Radio & Communications 
Marty Brown, N4GL 
 

Digital Library of Amateur Radio & Communications is now archiving QST 
NFL issues. DLARC is a project of the Internet Archive (the not-for-profit 
online library best known for The Wayback Machine.) DLARC is growing to 
be a massive online library of the past and present of ham radio and relat-
ed communications. It is funded by a grant from Amateur Radio Digital 
Communications. You can see what we have so far at https://archive.org/
details/dlarc . 
 
Three years of QST NFL are now online, and I am working with the cura-
tor, Kaye Savetz, K6KJN, to eventually get all the issues that I have edited 
since 2014. DLARC can also scan paper issues. So if you have any stashed 
in your attic, let me know. 

What’s Inside… 
Section Manager 
Section Emergency Coordinator 
Index 
Loften High School 
Jamboree on the Air 
VHF Antenna Testing Lab 
Sumter County ARES® 
HF Noise-Free Fluorescent Ballast 
Alachua ARES® POTA LabNLunch 
QCWA 
PARC & NOARC 
SWAMPFEST 
NFARC What’s Happening 
MERT 
FCC Testing 
 

 

mailto:kk4ecr@gmail.com
http://arrl-nfl.org
mailto:N4GL.MARTY@gmail.com
https://arrl-nfl.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/2021QSTNFLIndex.pdf
https://arrl-nfl.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/2021QSTNFLIndex.pdf
https://archive.org/details/dlarc
https://archive.org/details/dlarc
https://archive.org/details/qst_nfl
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Loften High School 
Bob Lightner W4GJ 
K4WTL Report 
 
Students at W.T. Loften High School in Gainesville participated in two Special Events this month. The 238th anniver-
sary of the adoption of our U.S. Constitution, and the Annual National Fire Prevention Week. See: QRZ.COM for de-
tails on both of these events. 
 
For the U.S. Constitution Special Event, we used the call W4C. People who made contacts with us were sent nice QSL 
cards, and we also gave out 500 pocket copies of our Constitution, graciously donated by Hillsdale College. We made 
343 contacts for this event. 
 
Our school is now in charge of running the second Special Event; National Fire Prevention Week. We used the call 
N4F along with eleven other stations in the U.S. and Canada. Our students made 821 contacts in four days! 49 stu-
dent operators participated from our Fire/EMS Academy. Special prizes were awarded for first through third place; 
food coupons for Smokehouse Ribs, Blaze Pizza, and Firehouse Subs. 
 
We were also visited by Kat Cammack, Florida Representative. She sat in the operating chair, admired our station and 
our Academy. 
Rep. Cammack's husband is a firefighter for Gainesville Fire Rescue. 

http://QRZ.COM
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"ZOOM-Patch" Big Success with Boy Scouts Jamboree On The Air! 
by Gordon Gibby KX4Z 

 

Out of the blue, I got a call from a Scout's mom from Dunellon, Florida asking if I could get her 7th grade Boy Scout on 

the air for the Boy Scout Jamboree on the Air (3rd weekend in October every year).   This counts for one of their re-

quired activities for the Citizenship In The World Merit Badge.  His mom came across my name in the flyer for our Ala-

chua County ARES(R) Technician License Class!   (Amazing what benefits come from just being an active group!) 

 

The Problem:   Nancy and I were not in Gainesville -- we are at our family get-away-home in Black Mountain, North 

Carolina.   500 miles away! So no way to get the young man to come over and speak into the microphone.   Further, 

my station is in a narrow valley between big mountains and about the only signals I can do, are NVIS.   How to make 

this work? 

After some head-scratching, I realized the Scout family could use ZOOM to connect both audio and video to my lap-

top here in Black Mountain.   It is easy to then direct the speaker output, using USB, to the Signalink that is part of 

my portable sBitx "go-box".   The Signalink has a direct connection to the microphone input of the sBitx 40Watt SDR 

HF radio....  and if I turned up the sBitx receive speaker, they should be able to hear the receiver over the built-in 

microphone of the laptop to complete their audio "circuit."   But how to allow ME to transmit myself?   Zoom won't 

do that easily. 

 

I discovered the output impedance of the Signalink was very low (about 59 ohms, DC coupled, appeared to be a 

transformer output) -- and its signal way stronger than my microphone.   I couldn't get any modulation from the mic 

when the Signalink was connected.   I solved that by interposing a 2uF capacitor to break the DC connection (so my 

electret mic could still get its power voltage) and also a 1000 ohm resistor cut the Signalink audio down to size, and 

now I could be heard, and I could "mix" in the Scout family with the TX output gain control on the Signalink.   In fact, 

their end had "VOX" of sorts because the Signalink would close the PTT whenever they spoke!    

 

So I had a reasonable jerry-rig of an old-fashioned "phone patch" using computers and Zoom. 

 

The Jamboree on the air is a low-frills operation similar to POTA.   (http://arrl.org/jamboree-on-the-air-jota ) There 

are recommended "calling frequencies" such as 7.190 MHz and 14.290 MHz.   Monitoring the day before, I deter-

mined 40m was generally better for me between the mountains -- so we arranged our QSO for 10AM. 

Continued Next Page 

http://arrl.org/jamboree-on-the-air-jota
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There were a lot of hams holding nets and ragchews, but at the appointed time I found a reasonably clear frequency 

just above 7.190 and called "CQ Jamboree" and very quickly KI4CUN in Lawrenceville, GA, responded with multiple 

Scouts on his end -- and James got to speak with Andrew and Alexa among others.   There was a little "mic fright" at 

first but his mom was encouraging and it started to work better.   Son we were in contact with KR4CWB and got to 

speak to another Scout, Galt, also in GA.   After that, KS4NG, Bob, from Tennessee showed up and remembered his 

Scouting days from some 60 years ago, on a Yaesu FT710 with a similar end fed antenna to mine 

James is a pretty successful Scout with 22 merit badges al-

ready to his name, and this helped him on his way to his 

23rd!   Jamboree on the Air is an easy way for ham radio op-

erators to help youngsters get their first experience at ham 

radio.   I had a 2nd camera set behind me, so James got a 

good view of all the radio gear we were using -- much of it as 

old as his parents! -- and he said he had a good time!   His 

mom texted me that she was extremely appreciative of the 

effort to give her son this chance! 

The ham radio gear & Zoom Computer Setup 
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Building Your Group's Backyard VHF Antenna Testing Laboratory 
North Florida Amateur Radio Club 
by Gordon KX4Z 
 
 
This one had me nervous!    We do all kinds of "LunchNLabs" 
in our crazy Alachua County group, but trying to make accu-
rate antenna measurements is fraught with all kinds of meas-
urement errors, principally from unexpected reflections.    
Reflections can add or subtract to the correct field strength 
of an antenna under test.   Not only do you need to be in the 
"far field" of the antenna (several wavelengths away), but 
you also have to have  test grounds that minimizes reflec-
tions. 
 
Turns out the ARRL has a really great article that gives lots of information how to succeed:   http://arrl.org/files/file/
protected/Group/Members/Technology/tis/info/pdf/8211035.pdf 
Due to some intricate physics of reflections, there is a magic angle (Brewster's Angle) that helps you reduce ground 
reflections.   It only works for vertically polarized signals -- so just rotate any horizontal antennas you wish to test into 
vertical polarization.    For my setup, antenna heights of 6 feet, and test cell length of 50 feet worked out to give the 
right angle.  

Our backyard VHF/UHF antenna range!

 

Taking advantage of Brewster's Angle allows you to cause all vertical polarization to enter the ground and NOT be re-
flected to the distant test antenna!  Only horizontal polarization gets reflected -- to which a vertical test antenna isn't 

sensitive.    
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brewster's_angle 

You want an open area with no metal nearby, as much as possible.   The signals are always getting 
weaker (by inverse r-squared) so metal much farther away isn't as much of a problem.   (The signal 
strength hitting it is much lower, and any reflections from that distant metal are weaker still.) 
 
Using a post-hold digger, I dug two  2-foot holes, to admit the ends of 8-foot wooden poles, about 
fifty feet apart.  Using my backyard, we arranged all of this to be at least 50 feet away from any-
thing metal, and we aimed it well away from the metal solar panel pole barn, too.    
 
Reference Antennas 
Just use simple full size dipoles.   They will have 2.2 dB gain over "isotropic" and are easy to make.  I 
made up two identical 2-meter dipoles using SO-239 connectors with very short wires to aluminum 
arrow shafts.   I cut, and tuned them to the 2meter band.    These were on short pieces of light-
weight 1"x2" wood that allows them to be secured easily with a deck screw or two, to wooden 
crossbeams on the six-foot supports. 
 
Coaxial Cable 
For your baseline calibration measurement, you're going to connect your "transmitter" and "receiver" coax together 
with a barrel connector, but you want to avoid "cross-talk" between the cables.   So use well shielded cable, espe-
cially on the end closest to your nanoVNA or spectrum analyzer. The losses in the coax will be accounted for in your 
calibration.    I used LMR400 for the majority of the run.   Then near the distant antenna posts, I switched to much 
more flexible RG58 or RG8X.   Be sure to run the coax at right angles straight away from your antennas -- the cross-
beams and some zip ties made that easy.     

Continued Next Page 

http://arrl.org/files/file/protected/Group/Members/Technology/tis/info/pdf/8211035.pdf
http://arrl.org/files/file/protected/Group/Members/Technology/tis/info/pdf/8211035.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brewster's_angle
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Spectrum Analyzer 
You could probably use a nanoVNA as your measurement tool, but I used a Siglent spectrum analyzer.   With the 
coax cables connected together at their far ends for calibration, I "normalized" the result to 0 dB across the desired 
frequency range.    Then the tracking generator was connected to the "transmitting" antenna and the analyzer in-
put coax to the "receiving" antenna.    The signal throughout the 2meter band using my two reference simple verti-
cal dipoles showed pretty close to -35dB loss compared to the calibration.   There is a graph on repeaterbuilder.com 
(see:  https://www.repeater-builder.com/antenna/separation.html ) that gives the expected isolation from horizon-
tally separated dipoles at various frequencies and this was fairly close to my measurement, validating my system.  
Hooray!   Everything seems to be working correctly.   
 
Test for Reflections 
The final test is to check for reflections.   Standing behind one of the reference dipoles, move it horizontally and 
vertically around your measurement position up to a wavelength or so, and have someone note the variation in 
signal strength to look for impact of reflections.   In our case, the variation was on the order of a dB, suggesting our 
homemade antenna lab measurements had a possible error due to reflections of about a dB.   Not bad! 
 
How to Test An Antenna 
From that point, it was easy.    We now knew the performance of the standard reference dipoles.   Simply replace 
the "transmitting" antenna at one end with a test antenna, in vertical polarization, and see what signal was then 
detected by the remaining 2-meter dipole.   The difference is the gain or loss of your antenna under test.     
 
We were then able to use this homebrew antenna lab to make very interesting measurements of quite a few anten-
nas!   (Results will be in a separate article.)   This is a great project for a ham radio club, or a demonstration for a 
license class! 
 

https://www.repeater-builder.com/antenna/separation.html
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Sumter County ARES 
Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Non-Profit Organization 

 

Sumter County ARES Participation in National Night Out 

October 3rd, 2025 
Mark Newby, KX4LEO 
 

With arrangements made by its Planning Section Chief, Gene King, 
KI4LEH, Sumter County ARES participated in the National Night Out event 
on October 3rd, 2025.  Organized locally by the Sumter County Sheriff’s 
Office, National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that 
promotes police-community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie 
to make neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live.  This was a free 
event, complete with entertainment, food, exhibits, vendors and prize 
giveaways.   
 
The Sumter County ARES Emergency Communications Trailer was on dis-
play.  A GOTA (Get-On-The-Air) station was set up to provide citizens an 
opportunity to experience amateur radio first-hand.  Guests tried their 
hand at sending emails to their friends over the air using the Winlink sta-
tion in the trailer.  
 
Sumter County Skywarn Coordinator and ARES member Verne Betlach, 
K4VEB, described the local Skywarn program and explained the use of the 
weather alert receiver.   
 
Sumter County ARES member Gil Chapin, WB2UTI, demonstrated the use 
of APRS, while Logistics Section Chief Rusty Blankenship, WV1TPR, per-
formed Net Control Operator duties from the trailer for a weekly amateur 
radio net. 
 
Sumter County ARES Emergency Coordinator, Mark Newby, KX4LEO, was on site promoting amateur radio and ex-
plaining the mission of the Amateur Radio Emergency Service. 
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HF Noise-Free Fluorescent Ballast Replacement 
by Gordon Gibby KX4Z 
 
It had to happen eventually.   We've lived in our comfortable Newberry house for 25 years now, and some of the 
fluorescent ballasts are failing, unable to reliably "start" their fluorescent tubes.   We loved those old-fashioned 4-
foot fluorescent lights because they last years and years -- even way longer than the new LED bulbs we have in abun-
dance at our house!   Kitchen, bonus room, garage, indirect lighting -- we have them in multiple places throughout 
our house....but their old inductive ("magnetic") ballasts are starting to fail (probably internal wire-to-wire shorts?).    
 
How Fluorescent Tubes Work 
Fluorescent tubes work by using a high voltage (~600 V) to ionize gaseous mercury to provide a conductive path, re-
sulting in intense blue and ultraviolet emissions, which are converted into white light by phosphors coating the in-
side of the tube.    The older inductive ballasts used the properties of inductive generation of high voltage with rapid 
change in current ( L * di/dt for you electromagnetics fans) to ignite the tube on each successive cycle.   Because 
they operated at only 60Hz, their obligatory harmonics die out well before they reach amateur radio HF frequencies.  
 
Newer "electronic" ballasts are basically a switching power supply that rectify the incoming 60Hz and then run a mul-
ti-kilohertz oscillator to step up the voltage with a small transformer and then send it to the tube.   Of course, the 
word "switching" conjures up all kinds of RADIO FREQUENCY NOISE.   Because their frequency is higher, and their 
transitions potentially quicker, they can generate a lot more HF RF hash. 
 
Previous Research on Lighting RFI 
KA7OEI back in 2015 wrote a very informative article using series toroidal inductors and common mode chokes to 
quiet down RFI from newer electronic fluorescent ballasts:  https://ka7oei.blogspot.com/2015/12/minimizing-vhf-rfi-
from-electronic.html 
 
ARRL/QST has reported on LED bulbs:  https://www.arrl.org/files/file/RFI/Light_Bulbs.pdf  Reported that higher qual-
ity LED light bulbs caused negligible radio frequency interference (but some low-quality bulbs from foreign sources 
did).  That article by Mike Gruber W1MG, is excellent and well worth reading to understand RFI issues.   And my ex-
perience has agreed -- no RFI from typical LED screw in bulbs.   (While LED long tubes are famous for causing inter-
ference) 

 
My Attempt To Order Inductive Ballasts 
KA7OEI's article made me wish to avoid the RF-noisy electronic ballasts, so I tried to order some older inductive bal-
lasts (which are very hard to find!)  I looked everywhere.   Nobody sells the older inductive ballasts locally.   Finally, 
searching https://ballastshop.com/ I ordered what I thought were universal inductive ballasts for two 4-foot T12 (the 
older, 1.5" diameter traditional tubes, 4 feet long) tubes:  https://ballastshop.com/446-l-slh-tc-p-universal-magnetek
-t12-ballast/ for the very reasonable cost of $18.95 each.     

 
I should have noticed their warning that "product has been discontinued by the manufacturer" and that a universal 
replacement ("guaranteed to work") would be shipped --- what I got for my order were (you guessed it) ELECTRON-
IC BALLASTS.    Very much smaller, lighter and with nice colored wires that would be very easy to connect up to their 
respective colors in my older fixture. 

T12 Versus T8 
T12  (1.5" diameter)  in 4-foot fluorescent older 40watt and newer 34watt 
T8    (1" diameter)     in 4-foot fluorescent typically 32 watt 
T8 and T12 bulbs have the same pin dimensions and use the same receptacles, but T8 tubes require the use of newer 
electronic ballasts to work.    Both T8 and T12 also come in other lengths.  Although using less power, the T8's provide 
same or increased light. 

https://ka7oei.blogspot.com/2015/12/minimizing-vhf-rfi-from-electronic.html
https://ka7oei.blogspot.com/2015/12/minimizing-vhf-rfi-from-electronic.html
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/RFI/Light_Bulbs.pdf
https://ballastshop.com/
https://ballastshop.com/446-l-slh-tc-p-universal-magnetek-t12-ballast/
https://ballastshop.com/446-l-slh-tc-p-universal-magnetek-t12-ballast/
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The actual electronic ballasts that arrived were Keystone KTEB-240-UV-TP-PIC rated to work from 120-277 volts 
and capable of operating a wide variety of T12 type bulbs.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Give It A Try! 
At this point I just went ahead and installed the new ballasts to see if they would be RFI quiet or 
noisy. I had to drill two holes and use sheet metal screws to secure the ballast as it was so much 
smaller, it wouldn't fit in the holder for the older ballast.   The blue wires were connected to the 
existing blue wires with wire-nuts suited for the small wire sizes; red wires to red wires, and yel-
low wires to yellow wires.   White (neutral) and Black (hot) 120V supply wires likewise.     As you 
can imagine, this is a fair bit of work on a tall A-frame ladder in our 10-foot ceiling kitchen.     
 
RESULTS 
With Nancy (KM4YGI) turning the new fixture on/off I listened both to my SHARES NND4FL Win-
link RMS station on frequencies in the range of 4-7 MHz, and my public KX4Z Winlink RMS sta-
tion on frequencies from 3.5-10 MHz, and also to my 144.990 VARA FM RMS -- and heard no dis-
cernible increase in noise on any of the stations, whose antennas are in various locations around 
my house.   This was a great relief!     
 
One of the biggest sources of RFI from any switching system is conducted spikes moving back into the house AC 
wiring from the switching power supply.   Some block diagrams of electronic ballasts show an "EMI Filter" on the 
input designed to reduce those -- and apparently you should purchase "consumer" rated ballasts rather than 
"commercial" rated ones to have useful filters (which apparently this model did).   However, to be even more cau-
tious, I found clip-on ferrites with Type 31 ferrite (good for filtering anything above 500 kHz).  https://
www.amazon.com/dp/B07Y876CCB    These clip-ons have a 13mm opening.   It was easy to put 4 or 5 bifilar (both 
wires) turns of the excess AC supply wiring around one side and then just clip it shut.   This makes a nice common-
mode choke to augment any EMI filtering inside of the electronic ballast.    The photo below shows the wiring: 
 
At least this particular electronic ballast seems "radio qui-
et" and I'll use those to retrofit several fixtures through-
out our home, as the older ballasts become unable to 
start the lamps. 
 
 

Continued Next Page 
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Alachua ARES(R) POTA LabNLunch 
by Gordon Gibby KX4Z 
 
In the midst of an effort to spur more local hams to take on leadership roles within our group, Leland Gallup AA3YB 

and Ron Lewis KN4ZUJ rose to the challenge and put together a POTA 
(Parks On The Air) LabNLunch session for our team on Saturday, October 
4th 2025.   It was a huge success!! 
 
Both of these guys are big into POTA operations.   This has a huge carry-
over into amateur radio emergency service, because the ability to go any-
where, and set up a capable ham radio station complete with its own 
power system and antenna is a perfect training ground for the "setup" 
part of emergency service in a disaster.   Add a dash of experience with 
organized disaster response systems, a pinch of being integrated into a 
local vetted team and you're a huge resource! 
 

While Ron set up his extensive radio systems at the northern end of huge San Felasco State Park (US-3651), Leland 
met the eager crew for lunch at our customary Wendy's on 39th Avenue @ I-75 at noon.   Leland had a handout ex-
plaining basically how POTA works and went over the process of activating a park, making contacts and logging 
them. 
 

We caravanned a bit northwest to reach San Felasco and joined Ron at the Pavilion -- and even more 
fun ensued!   Ron had his trusty Wolf River Coil vertical out and tuned to 20meters and gave us even 
more introduction.   Then he sat down at started creating pileups!   Everyone was excited and asking 
a ton of questions as he demonstrated crisp voice technique.   He let other in on the mic and Kevin 
Rulapaugh KE4NVI (who is organizing the entire state's fleet of MARC units to have SHARES HF capa-
bility) went to town with it! 
 

Ron answered a zillion questions and demonstrated his extensive array of possible hard-
ware systems.   He clearly favors the simple G-90 transceiver and he's a master at it!    
Meanwhile Leland did a setup on a different bench to give even more people a chance to 
crowd in. 
 

Hands-on experience with battery systems, antenna systems, transmission lines and radi-
os are a key part of training in emergency communications.   Ron did a great job explain-
ing how to use tunable antennas like the base-inductor-loaded vertical he was using, how to use radials to improve 
performance, and how antenna tuners complete the effort.    Having hands-on sessions like this is a key part of the 
service that NFARC (North Florida Amateur Radio Club NF4RC) brings to our county. 

Ron Lewis KN4ZUJ explaining 

Everyone loves seeing wildly suc-
cessful ham radio operation!   Ron 
Lewis KN4ZUJ at the controls. 

Trusty Wolf River Coil 
vertical with a few radials 
to improve efficiency  
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QCWA Chapter 62 
Ken Simpson, W8EK 
 
QCWA Chapter 62 in Ocala held its regular meeting on October 23 at the China Lee Buffet. 
 
We were fortunate to have two visitors, plus a new member in attendance.  The visitors were from Colorado, namely 
Eric, K0EV, and his wife Jenny, K4EUG. 
 
Tim, K9BAW, is a new member from Grand Island,. 
 
He has been joining us on our Saturday morning net. 
 
Chapter 62 holds a net every Saturday morning on 3940 KHz at 9 AM local eastern time.  
 
All are welcome and encouraged to check in. 

Dennis, N4KPI; Ken, W8EK; Sue, N8AJU; Tim, K9BAW; Charles, W1DOH; Jenny, K4EUG; Eric. K0EV. 
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PARC & NOARC 
DJ Stewart KI4ZER  
 
Listen, as we end October, we are fully engulfed in multiple outings, tailgates, Hamfests, Club gatherings, activities, 
POTA’s, festivals and more! So many things have been going on at once many had to make choices on which events to 
attend! Now that the excessive heat has dissipated, Hams are coming out of the woodwork and enthusiasm is increas-
ing! From classes for licensing being taught, Tech Nights being nothing short of great, and equipment (oh so much 
equipment) being tested, tuned, refined, and put into use [not to mention the experimentation], it is just wonderful, 
to have all of you along for the journey! And if you are not with us, JOIN US! Come see what it is all about and em-
brace the positiveness that Amateur Radio has to offer! Show off your skills, learn from the rest, bring your ideas and 
let’s collaborate! There is truly nothing better than taking on all points of view to continue this wonderful communica-
tions hobby!  
 
Speaking of multiple ways to do things, the Playground Team has been cleaning the Clubhouse at the Playground Am-
ateur Radio Club lately and that has been no small feat! Organizing items, testing antennas, updating firmware, play-
ing with WIRES-X, enjoying each other’s company, reflecting on the NOARC Hamfest, and oh, so, much, more! 
 
It’s hard to be a cameraman and get multiple things done at once! If you have not been at PILE-UP, you are missing 

out! Out of town and returning members, all ages, and the same goal in mind! The Playground Amateur Radio Club is 

certainly having a wonderful time! If you are so inclined, check our club calendar and you will see that this Thursday 

we have a meeting! Come on out and see us, join in, and partake in this wonderful journey of Amateur Radio! 

 

Continued Next Page 
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What’s more is that PARC teaches invaluable information! Take for instance the recent Technical Night on APRS! 

APRS was taught by KQ4NWD, and he smashed it! Ok not literally, but what a great presentation and way to encour-

age more operators and communication enthusiasts to explore more operating capabilities in the area! Check out the 

activity on https://aprs.fi 

Up North, the team at the North Okaloosa Amateur Radio Club held its Annual Hamfest and wow what a show! As if 

you didn’t know! Each year since its inception [2021], NOARC has been on point with a grand slam of a show! This is 

largely due to its volunteers, vendors, patrons, and willingness to support the Amateur Radio Community! Do you 

know how they prepared for this show the first time they had it? They looked for a location near the main highways, 

attended multiple Hamfests throughout the Southeast, and applied similar formatting to their show! Each year, NO-

ARC sells the tables out! So, when you see a notification [not yet released] for next year’s event on Oct 9th and 10th. 

2026, make sure to make your reservation! Want a spoiler? It may or may not be rumored that a majority of the RV 

Radio Network will be in attendance <- True Story! Talk about excitement and what a great feature to a great show!!! 

Continued Next Page 
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But wait! NOARC has also been deploying in the local community to support the 

Live Oak Baptist Church Food Pantry! Something to feel good about! NOARC vol-

unteers continue to serve in multiple ways! Here we have the Education & Ad-

vancement Chairman with the Activities Director of the North Okaloosa Amateur 

Radio Club participating with the Live Oak Baptist Church Food Ministry to sup-

port local families via the USDA food distribution event! Providing communica-

tions and direction for parking and high traffic areas during a USDA Food Pantry 

event is a wonderful way to keep everyone safe, organized, and serviced! The 

community benefits at large and NOARC steps in to help with the distribution 

especially during these unusual times in our political climate.  

Here are a couple of upcoming events! Be sure to join in the fun and excitement!  

The Ham Holiday Party is an event open to 

all! If you were at last year’s event, you 

know how good it was to gather and focus 

on the fun! This annual event is enjoyed by 

Hams and their families alike! So, bring 

them out! Go to W4AAZ.Org for more in-

formation!  

Continued Next Page 
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Got leftovers from Hamfests throughout the year?! Bring them out to a FREE Tailgate in Fort Walton Beach Flori-
da on Nov 15, 2025! End the year with a closeout deal!  
 
Full Disclosure from PARC, there will be an abundance of items for sale from late Silent Keys available. You never 

know the gems you are going to find so come out and drop your tailgates, set up your own tables, open your 

trunks and hatchbacks! This event is FREE to attend! Best of all, there will be a coffee truck and a food truck 

there to serve you breakfast and suffice your morning wake up routine! So come wake up and Deal with every-

one at the Swampfest Tailgate in Fort Walton Beach on November the 15th! Yes! That rhymes! For more infor-

mation email the club at PARCFWB@Gmail.Com 

file:///C:/Users/Earl/Documents/Earl/Ham%20Radio/NFL%20Newsletter/2025%20November/TO%20DO%20November/PARCFWB@Gmail.Com
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NFARC What's Happening! 
Gordon Gibby KX4Z 
 
Well, so far NO HURRICANES this season, despite being so busy in 
previous years.   So much for the weather predictions!   Mean-
while, NFARC/Alachua County ARES(R) has been very, very busy!  
 
VHF/UHF Antenna Lab - LabNLunch 
Hams are always looking to get better antennas, aren't they?   So, 
in late September, we created a VHF/UHF Antenna Lab and be-
gan making measurements of the actual gain of homebrew and 
commercial antennas compared to a dipole -- the results were 
surprising and will come out in next month's section newsletter. 
 
POTA (Parks On The Air) LabNLunch 

What could be better training for disasters than heading out to the great outdoors and 
setting up a ham radio station in a state park?   Ron Lewis KN4ZUJ and Leland Gallup 
AA3YB headed up a fantastic introduction/demonstration/hands-on POTA LabNLunch.   
A great group of us trekked to the north entrance of the San Felasco State Park and end-
ed up making a ton of contacts and learning all kinds of things!   Great going, Ron & Le-
land!   
 
Santa Fe College Volunteer Fair 
Earl Sloan KI4OXD and I ventured over to the local 
community college volunteer fair and set up demo 
stations and brochures and even a solar panel charg-
ing system.   We had several students, including one 
pursuing electrical engineering, stop by.   Thanks for 
representing us! 
 
 

 
Ongoing Technician License Class 
Our weekly in-person Technician License Class continues with a bunch of instructors taking leadership and using the 
great https://www.hamradioschool.com/ slide set.  Reid Tillery K9RFT clued us into this resource and has led several 
such Tech classes.    This is a very well-developed training system, with much more information already on the slides, 
than the ARRL slide sets we have used successfully in the past (but with a lot more instructor work). 
 
Historic MOU with County 
Leland Gallup AA3YB completed the new individualized Memoran-
dum of Understanding for radio volunteers to serve the county in 
disaster communications.    The new agreement is a huge improve-
ment for our group.   It recognizes the same basic operations that 
we have always carried out, but also allows for expansion to greater 
service as requested by the Emergency Manager.   That would 
better fit some of the actual emergency service we've seen carried 
out in western North Carolina during Helene. For the first time, it 
provides for workman's comp insurance and also liability insurance 
for our volunteers.   We've already had a slew of volunteers jump in 
and sign this new agreement, which is between the individual and 
the county.   See:  https://www.nf4rc.club/how-to-docs/county-ares
-docs/alachua-county-volunteer-mou-2025/ 

Continued Next Page 
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ARES(R) Plan Compliance 
At our September meeting we took a candid and introspective look at our group and 
how we are doing.  The ARRL Board of Directors and their Field Service crew revital-
ized the ARES(R) program beginning in 2019 with their Position Task Book and re-
quired much of the local leadership to get training within one year   They continued to 
revise and improve their goal, releasing a new Taskbook in 2024 (version 3.0 https://
www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES Taskbook July 2024.pdf ) and requiring all EC's and AEC's 
to reach Level III -- clearly trying to up the training level of local ARES(R) groups. 
(https://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES PLAN 24(2).pdf ) This might be a response to the 
popular AUXCOMM taskbook, which is quite similar in some training respects to the 
Florida Task Book created several years back by all three section's SEC's ?  All our lead-
ership have had 6 years to get most of this training.    With considerable discussion, 
our assembled group voted in large majority to ask all our local ARES(R) leadership to 
finish their training within 3 months or alternatively to resign their positions so we can 
stay up with Board direction. 
 

Ongoing Interoperability 
Members of our group, led by Brett Wallace, NH2KW, have made visits (and Brett gave a great talk, see:  https://
www.nf4rc.club/how-to-docs/ocala-auxcomm-meeting-sept-20-2025/) to organizing meetings held by the MERT 
crew in Marion County, aimed at improving inter-county comms.   We have identified two repeaters (the GARS 
K4GNV 146.820 and the Anthony repeater) that have great connections between Alachua and Marion counties.    
Our Alachua crew continue to exercise and practice every Wednesday, with federal SHARES, and state and county 
communications, including the SARNET and new local groups far-flung in our own county organized by Reid Tillery 
K9RFT.   This is allowing sign-off after sign-off on taskbooks as participants (especially Mark McDow N4TEK and 
Brett Wallace NH2KW) gain new skillsets!     
 
Next month we look forward to more digital training with a talk on simplex digital connections from Brett NH2KW.   
And we have an upcoming LabNLunch on Coax Connectors by Earl McDow K4ZSW on Nov 8.   Our club calendar is:  
https://qsl.net/nf4rc/CALENDAR.html 
 
Club Website:  https://www.nf4rc.club/ 
Groups.io  https://groups.io/g/NF4RC    (2,063 posts already this year) 

https://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES%20Taskbook%20July%202024.pdf
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES%20Taskbook%20July%202024.pdf
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES%20PLAN%2024(2).pdf
https://www.nf4rc.club/how-to-docs/ocala-auxcomm-meeting-sept-20-2025/
https://www.nf4rc.club/how-to-docs/ocala-auxcomm-meeting-sept-20-2025/
https://qsl.net/nf4rc/CALENDAR.html
https://www.nf4rc.club/
https://groups.io/g/NF4RC
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Marion County Sheriff’s Office 
Division of Emergency Management 

COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE 
November 2025 

 MERT’s primary role is to support all open Evacuation Shel-
ters throughout Marion County (FL) during declared Emer-
gency events. We also support the Emergency Operations 
Center Incident Commander, staff and other EMCOMM 
groups (CERT, HEC, ARES) with voice, image & data commu-
nications locally, statewide and across the  

 Fall in Florida is here…or is it Winter?  
Isn’t this a wonderful time of year to enjoy in north Florida!  
First, it was 49oF this morning and it’s just October 30th. Brrrr…..so I’m wondering if Novem-
ber has some more surprises for us? Hopefully not. Once again, I’m struck by the dedication, 
ingenuity, and collaborative spirit of our membership. Month after month, you continue to 
tackle real challenges, solve real problems, and engage in thoughtful discussions around 
AUXCOMM and the evolving responsibilities we face. This isn’t just theory — it’s action. It’s 
impact. It’s the kind of progress that makes a difference when it matters most.  

 
 
Small steps lead to BIG steps so who would have imagined, just two or three years ago, that 
MERT would be capable of establishing direct EOC-to-EOC communications with counties all 

the way out on Florida’s Atlantic coast? Back then, it was a hope… actually just a dream. But today, it’s a reality. We 
did it! And not just in concept — we proved it works! This milestone is more than a technical achievement. It’s a 
breakthrough that now enables direct voice and digital communications between multiple counties — even in the 
complete absence of traditional telecommunications infrastructure. No landlines. No cell towers. No internet. Just 
resilient, independent, MERT operator-driven capability. While it may sound like a “simple” accomplishment to 
some, we know better. This took a vision (thanks Preston Bowlin!), tons of planning, technical expertise, coordina-
tion, lots of patience… and then ACTION!  
 
It’s a testament to what happens when dedicated volunteers come together with a shared mission and a commit-
ment to excellence. This success strengthens Marion County’s emergency response capabilities and sets a new 
standard for what’s possible across northern Florida, from the Atlantic to the Gulf. (Wow! Imagine if we had a MERT 
repeater on the West side of Marion County communicating with the Gulf counties!) So I couldn’t be prouder of 
what we’ve accomplished — and I’m even more excited about what’s next. Let’s keep building. Let’s keep inno-
vating. And let’s keep showing what MERT can do. Small steps DO lead to BIG STEPS.  

MERT Monthly Meeting 
 

January 17th, 10:00 am at the EOC  
All Amateur Radio Operators are 

Welcomed!  
Meetings conducted in Jan, March, 

May, July, Sept.  

Harlan Cook 
(KN4VRM) MERT Co-
ordinator  

“Volunteering is at the very core of being a human. No one has made it through life without someone else’s help.” – Heather 
French Henry  

Continued Next Page 
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As we celebrate this major success, it’s also important to recognize where we still have work to do. One of our next 
critical priorities is resolving our SHARES challenges — and that starts with addressing the HF antenna issues which 
have limited our full participation. We’ve made great strides in building out our infrastructure, but to unlock the full 
potential of SHARES and ensure seamless interoperability, we need new, reliable and high-performing HF  
antenna capabilities at the EOC.  
 
The ability to communicate regionally and nationally during emergencies depends on our ability to transmit and re-
ceive emergency communications clearly and consistently. That means solving antenna placement and performance 
issues with the same determination and creativity we’ve applied to everything else. I know we’re up to the task in 
solving this issue.  
 
But technical fixes alone won’t get us there. We also need to expand our collective knowledge through a focused, 
sustained effort on training. Whether it’s mastering HF propagation,  
 
understanding SHARES protocols, or refining our digital modes, we all benefit when we invest in learning together. 
Thanks for joining our “Check In’s”, studying, peer mentoring, and hands-on NET practice to build confidence and 
capability across everyone on the team.  
 
This next phase is about strengthening our foundation. With the right antennas and the right training, we’ll be ready 
to meet the moment — whenever and whatever it brings. And just like our recent success with EOC-to-EOC commu-
nications with the Atlantic coast counties, I believe we will look back in the future and say once more… “MERT did it 
again!”  
 
We can all be proud of our work as we support our motto…  
“When all else fails. Call MERT!”  

MERT is thrilled to announce that Gary Nicholas has officially completed the probationary period with the Marion 
County Emergency Radio Team (MERT) and successfully fulfilled all requirements of the Marion County Sheriff’s 
Office Division of Emergency Management’s Standard Operating Guidelines.  
 
Gary has completed Levels 1 & 2 of the New Member Orientation Task Book and is now recognized as a Full Member 
of MERT. His commitment, perseverance, and enthusiasm for emergency communications have made a meaningful 
impact, and we’re excited to see his future contributions supporting MERT. (Note: Gary has also accepted serving as 
the Website Manager executive position with MERT. Thank you!)  
 
As a symbol of this achievement at a ceremony on October 15th, Gary was awarded the official Volunteer Uniform 
Shirt of the Marion County Sheriff’s Office — a badge of honor he’ll wear proudly at all meetings, activities, and 
events. Please join us in congratulating and welcoming Gary Nicholas as a full member to the MERT team!  
 
New ICS-205 Communications Plan Available—Contact Incident Commander  
 
With the addition of the new Ocala National Forest repeater added to MERT’s resources, our Incident Radio Commu-
nications Plan (ICS-205) has been revised and updated. The update now includes Channel 5 as the EOC to EOC PRI-
MARY CHANNEL for MERT. Additionally, a radio was added to Station #2 for 24x7 monitoring in all future emergency 
activations supporting adjacent counties AUXCOMM transmissions.  

 

“Being good is commendable, but only when it is combined with doing good is it useful.” – Author Unknown  

Continued Next Page 
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HEC Liaison (Hospital Emergency Comm. Team)  
(L-R) Nathan Hime, DEM Planner; Logan Stamp, DEM Coordinator; 
Bruce Twiss; Bill Gillespie, Deputy Coordinator; and, Harlan Cook, Co-
ordinator.  
 
MERT recognizes Bruce Twiss (KI4NFA) for his many years of service as 
HEC Liaison.  

Shelter Manager  
MERT recognizes Ray Woody (WB6FKJ) for his excellent 
work collecting and organizing all the shelter information 
and placing it into a quick reference binder at the EOC.  
 
MERT is now more knowledgeable and prepared to sup-
port all Shelters. Ray will also lead our annual tests con-
firming all Shelters are fully functional.  

Deputy Shelter Manager  
MERT recognizes Santos Pagan (KR4FEP) for his active 
participation since joining MERT! (PS: Santos just got 
his General License too!)  
 
Santos will be teaming with Ray in keeping our Shelter 
records accurate and up-to-date.  

New Member Manager  
MERT welcomes the energy and enthusiasm Nick Kid-
dey (W4NFK) brings to his new role for MERT. His abil-
ity to communicate the complexities of MERT member-
ship requirements and responsibilities will help us grow 
as our Shelters expand in Marion County.  

Website Manager  
MERT is excited to welcome Gary Nicholas (KQ4HQD) 
as Website Manager with his years of experience in 
web management. (Gary is MERT’s newest member 
too!)  
 
Gary will keep our website current, visually appealing, 
functional and secure while sharing MERT’s story to 
all.  

Continued Next Page 
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Deputy Logistics Manager  
MERT is fortunate to have Cindy Sheffield (K9LRX) sup-
porting our logistics management duties. She will team 
with Royce Hagerman, Logistics Manager.  
 
Cindy brings past experiences with a TX SAR group and 
understands the role good logistics has for emergency ser-
vice organizations.  

MBA Liaison (Marion Baptist Association Disaster Relief Team)  
MERT recognizes Mark Weible (N4GPA) as MERT’s representative to the 
MBA Disaster Relief Team.  
 
The Team was created as an emergency communications support organi-
zation to the many churches and members in and around Marion County. 
Mark leads the group which has a regular NET every Tuesday night at 
9:00 PM on the KA4WJA repeater at 146.970 MHz. (-600 kHz; no tone)  

Oct. 1st “Check In” Meeting – Work Party Day!  

(L-R) Bill Gillespie, Cindy Sheffield and Cristine Nicholas (L-R) 
Cristine Nicholas, Jim Lowe and Gary Nicholas Working to-
gether to reprogram all our HT’s to the new teaming up to 
complete the DC power cables on the new ICS-205 Incident 
Radio Communications Plan.  

(L-R) Cristine Nicholas, Jim Lowe and Gary Nicholas teaming 
up to complete the DC power cables on the new  Station 2 
radio. Hayden Kaufman & Santos Pagan setting  
up the new SHARES Alert Messaging system at Station 1.  

(L-R) Royce Hagerman, Ray Sherwood  Ray Woody printing new updates   Nick Kiddey updating all the Shelter  
and Dee Seagraves adding a new   for the Shelter Operator binders.   Operator Manuals with new and updated  
part to the SHREK kit inventory.           reference documents.  
 

“The greatest waste in the world is the difference between what we are… and what we could be-
come!” - Ben Herbster (American Clergyman)  

Continued Next Page 
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Members tackled several "pending projects" which included:  
• Royce and Cindy collected all the equipment needed for the new Shelter planned at South Marion HS.  
• A new inventory part was added to the SHRK kits allowing a direct HT to antenna connection.  
• New DC power cables with Anderson power poles were added to the new radios at Stations 1 and 2.  

• The outside lift pole was updated in supporting the "pole rings" line.  
• All our HT's (Kenwood, Baofeng, Yaesu and Icom) were reprogramed with the new ICS-205 Communications plan. 

After the reprogram, all units received a recharge.  

• Several new document resources were printed and inserted into relevant manuals.  

A very special thank you to everyone for the awesome teamwork!  
 

MERT MBA Liaison Update  
From Mark Weible (N4GPA) – “I was interviewed by a reporter from the Florida Baptist 
Convention state news outlet. The article ran in Florida and then was picked up by the 
Baptist Press. Baptist Press is the national news service for the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion with over 1 million readers.  
 
Since they are a news service, their articles often get picked up by other publications. 
The article mentions MERT and my experience as a one-year member. A photo of our 
Salt Springs Field Day is also included in the article.  
 
Mark, thank you for your MERT membership and great support! For more information, 
visit:  
https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/florida-ams-plans-church-ham-
radio-network-for-disaster-communication/  
 

North FL AUXCOMM Work Group Meeting  

 
On Thursday, October 2nd, Sgt. Jason Matthews 
hosted the second meeting of the Work Group at the 
Lake County EOC.  
 
Eleven (11) counties were invited and meeting par-
ticipants included Directors and Managers of Emer-
gency Management; County Communications Lead-
ers responsible for AUXCOMM (or EMCOMM) pro-
grams; and the AUXCOMM (amateur radio) leaders 
responsible for supporting each EOC during declared 
emergency events “ 

Continued Next Page 
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The Work Group objectives are:  
 Creating contact lists and establishing Leadership communications channels 

between County AUXCOMM teams;  
 Identify, catalog and share regional resources and  
 networks (voice, Winlink & Fldigi digital) used by each AUXCOMM team;  
 Be a resource sharing information and best practices;  

 Develop/share cooperative training resources in helping achieve each coun-
ty’s Mission;  

 Develop common EMCOMM procedures;  

 Conduct regular EOC network tests verifying operational readiness of inter-
EOC communications by all AUXCOMM teams;  

 
Attending Leaders of the County Emergency Management organizations decided to support the project and deter-

mined the next meeting will be at the Flagler County EOC. Meeting details are pending. “ 

Lake County radio room – 2 stations  

Lake County EOC.  

“Wherever you turn, you can find someone who needs you. Even if it is a little thing, do something for which there is no 
pay but the privilege of doing it.” – Unknown  
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MERT Appreciation Visit  
 
During the Wednesday, October 15th “Check In” meeting, Director Preston Bowlin visited in 
thanking everyone for MERT’s readiness to support any activations this year. He shared that 
while hurricane season is now down to being about a month away, don’t assume we are “out 
of the woods yet!” When asked if this has happened before… Director Bowlin replied that it 
had for at least a decade starting in 2006. Everyone in the room was surprised to learn this 
interesting factoid! We sincerely thank him for the visit and outstanding support of MERT.  

New Member Event  
New Member Manager Nick Kiddey (W4NFK) led 
several members manning a booth at the Stone 
Creek community Fall Festival on Saturday, Oct. 
18th sharing MERT’s story and inviting fellow hams 
to join us.  
 
Nick reports the team had good foot traffic and 5 
guests signing up requesting more information.  
 
The team was very proud showing off the new 
pop-up tent with our name and the Sheriff’s 
Office logo. 
 
We compliment Nick on the excellent booth plan 
and materials showcasing MERT and our Mission! 
Joining Nick was , Royce Hagerman and Mrs. 
Hagerman. Harlan Cook provided tent transport 
support.  
 

Thanks Nick, for your leadership!  

(L-R) Nick Kiddey, New Member  
Manager with Royce Hagerman  (L-R) Royce Hagerman  
       with Harlan packing   
       the tent 

(L-R) Nick Kiddey, 
Santos Pagan and 
Ray Woody just 
completed setting 
up the booth and 
are testing their 
radios. Kudos to all 
for the  
teamwork!  

Preston Bowlin, Direc-
tor of Emergency Man-
agement  

Continued Next Page 
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Training Events  
 
During October, MERT mem-
bers presented several train-
ing topics diving into unique 
antennas and test equipment 
we have in our inventory. 
Copies of the training re-
sources are available by see-
ing Harlan any Wednesday at 
a Check In meeting.  

(L) What are Discone 
Antennas?  
(L) Hamstick Anten-
na Basics & Best Us-
es 

(R) Using RigExpert MATCH 
cable & antenna analyzer.  

(R) Bill Sobel (K1WLS 
and KJ4CLL Trustee) 
presents an excellent 
class on using the 
RigExpert “MATCH” 
cable & antenna ana-
lyzer. It is a wonder-
ful addition to 
MERT’s test equip-
ment inventory.  
Great job Bill!  

New Member Update  
We welcome Fred (N1HFH) and Jeanne 
(KC1CYE) Herman as new members! They are 
new residents to Ocala who visited the MERT 
Information booth at the Stone Creek communi-
ty Fall Festival and talked with New Member 
Manager Nick Kiddey (W4NFK) who invited 
them to visit the EOC and attend a weekly 
meeting.  
 
Please welcome them to MERT the next  
time you see them!  

 
Welcome Fred and Jeanne!  

“We can benefit others through our actions by being warm and generous toward them, by being charitable, and by helping 
those in need.” -Tenzin Gyatso, 14th Dalai Lama  

Continued Next Page 
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Member Update  
Today, I received a note from member Randy Williams (past CERT Liaison) on his activities this summer. Here’s his fun 
update 
 
“Good morning Harlan,  
 
As I write this note we are packing our bags for another trip back to Texas (Whitesboro) to check on the horses. It’s 
been a very busy horse show season. The last big show for the year starts the week of Thanksgiving in Oklahoma City, 
called the NRHA Reining Futurity. Pam won a spot in this year’s event!!  
 
Reining horses compete according to age groups. All horses ages starts January 1 of each year regardless of their true 
birth date. Futurity (3 year olds) Derby (4-8) so to stay competitive you always have to horses for each age group. So 
that means we have 3 horses ages 2,3,8. I know strange math. We get a break in December and will be able to be 
home then.  
 
Tell everyone hello, and thanks for checking on me!  
 
Regards,  
Randy Williams WD8MGZ  
 
Ps: This is Pam and “MAGS” (“Always a Magnum”) at the 100x 
Reining show in Tulsa. She finished in the top 6 of her classes 
with over 150 horses in most divisions. Pam and Mags won a 
place at the NRHA Reining Futurity mentioned earlier. It takes 
a huge team to complete in this sport. Pam is grateful for her 
trainer and his grooms making it all possible. It’s been a fun 
show season traveling with the Pam Williams and her champi-
on horse “MAGS” at a recent competition. Good luck to them 
both in the “Nationals”!  
horses.”  
 
This is an amazing competition showing the incredible teamwork between the rider and the horse. To see the 2024 
championship event winner (with the first ever women champion), visit:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DM-yt9k0jTk  
 
Good Luck to Pam Williams and “Always a Magnum”!  

Continued Next Page 
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New Emergency Management Logistics Coordinator reports for duty!  
 

We are very pleased sharing the new Emergency Management Logistics Coordinator, Robert 
Ethridge, is on the job and met with the MERT members on October 15th to introduce him-
self and say… “Hello!”.  
 
Mr. Ethridge has considerable experience in Emergency Management and served as the 
MCSO Volunteer Coordinator before serving as a Sheriff’s Deputy for the last 2-years.  
 
We look forward to working with Mr. Ethridge in advancing and expanding MERT’s capabili-
ties in service to the Division of Emergency Management.  
 
Have an idea for an article? Please email it to: KG4NXO@marionso.com.  

Robert Ethridge, new 
Div. of Emergency Man-
agement Logistics Coor-
dinator  

For more information on the Marion County Emergency Radio Team (MERT), visit:  
 

KG4NXO.com  
 
All hams are welcomed to attend all MERT meetings every Wednesday from 9:00 am till 
Noon at the Emergency Operations Center (EOC); 692 NW 30th Ave., Ocala, FL.  

mailto:KG4NXO@marionso.com
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Daytona Beach Amateur Radio Assn (DBARA) 

•Monthly, third Monday, 5:30 PM, prior to meeting 

•Lehman Building, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 

•Registration Required 

•Info: https://dbara.org/testing/ 
 
Hog County Amateur Radio Association, Bushnell FL 

•First Saturday, 11:00 AM 

•Cross Connection Church, 1451 West County Road 476, 
Bushnell, FL 33513 

•Info: sumterVE@gmail.com 
 

Lake ARA, Leesburg FL 

•Monthly on the 3rd Saturday, prior to meeting. (Except 
December) 

•8:00 AM 

•LARA Clubhouse (11146 Springdale Ave, Leesburg – off of 
CR 473) 

•For more information and registration, contact: 
  Dave Templeton N4NG, 386-804-2806  
  n4ng@icloud.com in advance of the meeting. 
 
Lake Monroe ARS FCC Testing, Sanford FL (LMARS) 

•Third Saturday of every month 

•Seminole County Sheriff’s Office, 100 Eslinger Way, 1st 
Floor, Sanford, FL 

•Registration Required 

•For more information and registration,  
  contact Bob Cumming, W2BZY, 407-333-0690 or 
  w2bzy@cfl.rr.com 
 
Milton Amateur Radio Club, Milton FL 

•Check date at miltonarc.org 

•Walk-in  

•Bagdad United Methodist Church 

•Info: Chuck, N4QEP, merlinman3@yahoo.com 

 

Orlando Amateur Radio Club 

•First Wednesday 

•5:30 PM, Walk-ins allowed 

•ARRL/VEC 

•William Beardall Senior Center 800 S Delaney Ave Orlando 
FL 32801. 

•Info: testing@OARC.org Robert Cumming, 407-333-0690 
 

Santa Rosa County FL ARES®  Testing (Walk-in) 

•Information and dates can be found at srcares.org  

Seminole County 

•Every month on the third Saturday 

•9:15 AM 

•Seminole County Sheriff’s Office off SR 17-92, on 100 Esling-
er Way in Sanford, FL 

•Info: Bob Cumming, W2BZY, w2bzy@cfl.rr.com 
 
Silver Springs Radio Club, Ocala FL (SSRC) 

•Go to http://k4gso.us/class/ to signup for classes  

•Go to http://k4gso.us/test-signup/ for testing. Testing is 
held on the 2nd Tuesday of odd months at 7 PM. 

•Note http://k4gso.us/ncvec605/ is requested to be filled 
out before you show for testing. It is best to download the 
form and open it as a PDF so you can fill in the blanks. 

 
Suwannee ARC, Live Oak, FL 

•Last Saturday of the month 

•Suwannee Regional Library 

•Contact Gerald Guy, geraldlguy@gmail.com  
 
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (TARS) 

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (TARS) has begun 
limited License testing. Please refer to the following for the 
updated testing dates and requirements for individuals wish-
ing to take exams. https://www.k4tlh.org/getting-started/
license-testing  
 
West Volusia Amateur Radio Society 
 

•Second Saturday of each odd numbered month 

•6:00 AM 

•St. Johns Lodge #37, 2557 N. Spring Garden Ave, Deland FL 

•Info: https://westvars.org/testing 
 

Gainesville Amateur Radio Society 

•1st Saturday of even numbered months 

•Tech day two weeks after testing 

•https://gars.club/Testing.html 
 
Hernando County Amateur Radio Association (HCARA) 
2nd Thursday of each month at 6:00 PM 
For details and to register—http://www.hamstudy.org and 
go to Find A Session  
Exam cost is free.  FCC charges do apply  

Testing information is subject to change. Check with 
the testing venue to confirm the testing session and 

requirements. 

Statewide Digital Radio Resources 
Designated ARES® DSAR Reflectors & a DMR Talk group? 
DSTAR Reflector 046 
REF046A – Florida Statewide 
REF046B – NFL ARES®  
REF046C – NWS Mobile, AL SKYWARN 
DMR Florida State ARES®  TG 31127 
Link your local repeaters to help create a digital repeater 

network throughout the state! 

https://dbara.org/testing/
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